
Book Club Project 

Part I-  Project and Presentation 

Overview 
If you’ve read carefully enough, you will notice that you are responsible for preparing and presenting a 

project related to your book club book.  

 

 What  You’ll Present 

You will be responsible for making a new digital front and back cover for your book based on what you 

read. This should include: 

○​ Graphics that are eye catching, related to the content, and use the design principles we 

learned in class 

○​ At least three quotes from the text that highlights at least two themes 

○​ A summary of the text that also highlights themes and characters in your own words 

○​ A brief bio of the author in your own words 

 

 How  You’ll Present 

You will be responsible for a 5-7 minute presentation which you will give in class as listed on the schedule. 

You should expect to present for the entire 5-7 minutes. In the presentation you will share with the class 

the new front and back cover you designed.  

 

Who’ll You Present With/To 

I will be inviting your book club facilitators and writing fellows to join as an audience. These are formal 

presentations that should reflect the week of work time I am allowing you in class as well as time you have 

to meet outside of class that is blocked off for your ENGL144 schedule.  

 

When You’ll Present  

Please see the schedule for presentation date.  

 
Presentation Work Time 

You will have at least three class periods prior to the presentation date to work in class. I will go over some 

quick tips that week regarding presentation skills and tools. You should plan accordingly and utilize the 

ENGL144 time blocked off in your schedules if needed.  

 Details  

As I mentioned in the overview, you have 5-7 minutes to present. You should use all 5-7 minutes, not 

more and not much less. During those 5-7 minutes you should include the following: 

 1. Share the original front and back cover of your book and the new front and back cover 

you designed 

 2. A brief, and not boring summary of the plot of your novel. This should not go on for more 

than one minute. Too much summary is boring but remember some of your audience has not read this 

book. You can share the summary you wrote for the back cover. 

 3. A brief overview of the important themes of the novel. In other words, what is the thesis, 

essentially, of the novel? What is the author trying to get you to think about and understand by writing 

this particular story? This is the most important part of your presentation. You can share the quotes you 

chose for the book covers to help with this. 

 



4. Discuss the choices you made in your new cover and why 

Other Things 
On the day of the presentation, please dress decently. Don’t wear anything that it would embarrass you to 

wear to a job interview or funeral. Wear something that might be considered “business casual.” So no 

hoodies or sweats.  

  

Introduce yourselves to the audience, tell them the title of the book and who the author is, and clue people 

in as to why you are doing this presentation. So set things up. We are working on good presentation skills 

here.  

  

Remember to thank, by name, your book club facilitator for their help with this project and the entire 

semester.  

  

Part II Individual Paper 

For the second and individual part of your book club project you will compose a one page essay that 

analyzes your book club experience and the reading habits you employed/developed. This is a formal 

essay that should consider the following: 

●​ What tactics did you use when reading your book to help you be prepared to contribute to book 

club discussion? Be specific and provide examples of support. 

●​ What skills/activities did your book club group use to help with reading comprehension? Be 

specific and provide examples of support.  

●​ How did the tactics you used when reading the book on your own  and the skills/activities used in 

book club discussion help you comprehend the novel? Be specific and give examples of support. 

●​ What did you learn from this book club experience about your reading habits and analytics skills? 

How might it assist you in future courses?  

Your essay should be in MLA or APA format and include all the components of a formal essay. This will be 

due on the day of your presentation and will be submitted in your ENGL144 Blackboard group. (I will go 

over this in class) 

A note on grading: The book club project (part I and II) counts towards both ENGL101E and ENGL144 

grades. Your grade will be an average of your group presentation and your individual paper.  

 

How I will Evaluate Your Work/Presentation  

I am using something called "spec" grading to evaluate and assign a grade for your essay draft. The grade 

is the result of quantity--or just doing what I'm asking you to do--and, quality in regards to your 

presentation. As explained in the syllabus, your work on this project is worth 10% of your grade. (5% for 

each part) 

In order to earn a "B" grade for that 10% 

●​ You must read your book club book, write in class journals, and participate in group 

discussion 

●​ Develop a presentation and cover design that responds to the prompt and is at least 5 

minutes 

●​ Submit a one page individual reflection essay that responds to the prompt 



In order to earn an "A" grade for that 10% 

●​ You must read your book club book, write all in class journals that show thoughtful 

reflection in regards to the course material/discussions, and participate in group 

discussion. 

●​ Develop a presentation and cover design that responds to the prompt with depth and 

creativity that is 7 minutes 

●​ Submit a one page individual reflection essay that responds to the prompt with detailed 

examples  

In order to earn a "C" grade for that 10% 

●​ You must read your book club book, write most in class journals, and participate in most 

group discussion. 

●​ Develop a presentation and cover that responds to the prompt but is less than 5 minutes 

●​ Submit a reflection essay that is less than a page and addresses part of the prompt.  

If you do not meet the requirements for a “C” project, you will fail the project for that 10% of your grade. 

 

 

 

 


