CHAPTER i

. is described by just what gy
words imply—a story frozen in time. Like frozen food, the timeless feature will keep for 4

fong time without spoiling. A timeless feature might be written in early March and helq
until April or even May before it ig published. The carefu] feature writer, of course, wilf

subject or of others in the story.

An example of a timeless stor
company mechanic’s tips on vehicle rmai
May or even June. But the cab mechanj

anic might have retired, quit hi
dead since Garcia’s interview with him. Thus, updating the timeles

imeless feature have a number

of characteristics in com- :
orm and in subject matter, T

hey both use description to
of accuracy. They inform or :

And in that sense, feature stories are g lot like ice cream. Few ice cream lovers are
neutral about a hot fudge sundae smothered

with rich, foamy whipped cream and capped
with a blushing cherry. And few newspaper r

1 eaders are neutral about well-writien, anec-
dotally rich, professionally illustrated news or timeless feature,

s

| Categories and Appeals

into familiar categories built around topics
of universal appecal.
Let’s fook at the categories firs,

There are at least 15 widely recognized types of newspaper features, and many more

ithin categories gre considered. All can be either news or

S, exception of the “commemorative” feature, which is almost
always tied to a breaking news event,

Remember that while somy

© categories are about thin
The effective feature writer will try to transform the “thing”
Here are the categories, with examples.

gs, people are more interesting,
feature into a “people” feature,

The Business Story. The probl

em with the business story is that it is easy to write a
lackluster little feature about whar

a business sejls {such as live lobsters), makes (such as
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